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LEATSS OnTour 2020 Hamburg Online  

Course Details  

Here is the full information regarding the four online courses and one webinar that LEATSS and 
The Hamburg Players will be offering over the weekends of 14/15 and 21/22 November as part of 
the first LEATSS On Tour – a LOT to like. This information is published, together with the 
biographies of the tutors on the websites of  
LEATSS (https://www.leatss.lu/2020/Course/Overview.php) and  
The Hamburg Players (https://www.hamburgplayers.de/leatssontour2020).  

Applications can be made online on the LEATSS website from 18:00 CET on 30th October 
(www.leatss.lu/Applications/Applications.php) (see also details under PRACTICALITIES below). 
Members of The Hamburg Players will have priority booking until 2nd November. As some of the 
courses take place at the same time, please check the timetable before making your application. 

COURSE DETAILS 

Tutor: Freddie Machin  
THE WRITERS ROOM (writing) 
An opportunity to write creatively and receive considered feedback 

They say that everybody has a book in them, but in my experience most people only have the first 
few pages, a couple of characters that inspire them, or an idea in the early stages. So where can 
you go for some honest critical feedback, that will help you to develop your idea into a complete 
story?  

The LEATSS Writers Room is an opportunity to share what you have been working on with fellow 
writers. You might have had an idea during lockdown for a short story, you may have written the 
first scene of a play, or maybe you've been sitting on an idea for a novel for years – this is your 
chance to share it and take some suggestions on how to develop it. Alternatively, you might not 
feel that you've found that big idea yet but would still like to take part.  

In the week running up to the workshops, participants will send a series of daily writing prompts to 
complete, so you can write something new, and bring it to the workshop.  
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Not only will all participants hear their work read aloud, and discussed within the group, but I will 
also follow up with some provocations and feedback on where to take the idea next. 

I will also offer a follow-on email consultation, after the workshop, on your final writing offer. This is 
not part of the course but is offered as an optional extra to the course. 

12 hours, including breaks, over both mornings of both weekends, 1 3-hour session per day plus 
individual writing work at home 
5 to 10 plus participants 

Tutor: Graeme Du Fresne  
SINGING FOR MUSICAL THEATRE: Connecting Sound and Emotion (ensemble singing on 
your own) 
Enjoying the chance to express oneself through song while exploring singing technique  

The course will include some ensemble work where we will work on warming up our voices and 
developing our technique. We will begin each session with this work then move on to songs from 
Musical Theatre which we will look at from both a musical and acting through song perspective.  

We will learn a song together as a group and subsequently each participant will be allocated some 
individual tutorial time to work on the song. I will send you sheet music and backing tracks as soon 
as I have confirmation of the attendees. My aim is always pretty much fixed as a desire to work 
hard and have fun while we’re doing it.  

Provisional choices of material include Losing My Mind from ‘Follies’ by Stephen Sondheim, The 
Impossible Dream from ‘Man Of La Mancha’ by Mitch Leigh, It All Fades Away from ‘The Bridges 
Of Madison County’ by Jason Robert Brown and Chimp In A Suit from ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’ by 
David Yazbek. 

TECHNOLOGY: This can be a daunting aspect if you’ve had little or no experience of software and 
gadgets in general. Should any participant require, I will run a training workshop in the run up to 
the workshop where we will go through all the devices and procedures required to get us all 
listening and seeing each other as clearly as possible. I have created a ‘Zoom for Singing’ help 
document which is in the Student Area on the LEATSS website. 

10 hours, over both afternoons of the first weekend, 90-minute sessions with breaks 
6 to 12 participants 

Tutor: Janice Dunn  
STRENGTH OF CHARACTER (acting) 
Using various techniques to practically examine useful ways to act as somebody else 

We hear so much talk, in theatre circles, about “character actors”, and “staying in character”, as 
well as the ever popular, “it’s a character role”. This last one normally means they want you to play 
it as a broad stereotype! 

Yet all roles are character roles; and all actors are therefore character actors. 
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Our workshop will explore methods and exercises that simplify and crystalise the process of 
creating, and developing, and maintaining a character, in any type of play or production: from 
Pantomime to Shakespeare, (and all in between). 

Over two days we will use group work, pair work on script, and other impro and text work, to 
practically examine useful ways to act as somebody else. 

This will be a fun, fast-paced, and positive workshop experience, suitable for both experienced and 
less experienced performers. All are welcome to come and experience some new character 
processes, and lots of tips and tricks. (This is neither a ‘Method’, nor a ‘Meisner’ class, although 
those processes may well be referred to.) 

No-one will be forced to present things, or exposed in any way, during the workshop. It will be an 
open learning experience, responding to the needs of the group. 

10 hours over both mornings and afternoons of the first weekend  
5 to 15 participants 

Tutor: Janice Dunn  
TOOLBOX FOR DIRECTORS (directing) 
Exploring what a director actually does, behind the myths, and how to do it most effectively 

 “Don’t you just tell people where to stand?” 

 “Weren’t you a very good actor then?” 

 “What do you do if the actors won’t learn their lines?” 

 “What is it that you actually do?”  

 “Is it nice being the boss?” 

This workshop explores what the director actually does, behind the myths, and then how to do it 
most effectively, creatively and painlessly.  

As a group we will examine some practical and extremely useful exercises, methods and general 
approaches for directing non-professionals, and semi-professionals.  

We will look at: 

• Organising and scheduling that works for everyone.  
• Issues around casting.  
• Working well in the rehearsal room.  
• A positive technical/ production week.  
• Giving cast notes that help! 
• Creative vision; where to find it and how to use it. 

The role of the director varies from group to group, and show to show; but there is an identity one 
can forge as a director, which works successfully across all types of casts and projects.  

This workshop will be suitable for beginners to directing, as well as more experienced directors 
who would like to freshen up ideas, or add a few more strings to their directorial bow. 
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NOTE: This will be a workshop for directing existing plays and/or new plays; not devising plays. We 
will be working on techniques with text and actors, rather than on improvisation techniques.  

8 hours over the second weekend  
5 to 12 participants 

Tutor: Stephanie Hume (casting director) 
FINDING THE ACTORS (webinar) 
An insight into the world of casting and how to get the best out of an audition 

This webinar will give you an insight into the world of casting as well as an opportunity to ask any 
questions you may have about the industry and auditions in general. I will unveil the process and 
the role of the Casting Director, look at different tools actors can use to find work and give tips on 
how to get the best out of any audition. 

This session is suitable for anyone interested in hearing more about how casting works and what 
the job of a Casting Director involves. Whether you are an actor looking to feel more empowered at 
your auditions or a creative mind who is just keen to know more about the casting world, this 
session will be an honest and friendly environment to explore it all. 

1,5 hours on Saturday 21st  
5 to 15 participants 

PRICES 

The following is the price per course: 

The Writers Room (Freddie Machin) 105 € (12 h) 
 Personalised feedback (private tuition) 35 € (optional) 
Singing For Musical Theatre (Graeme Du Fresne) 90 €  (10 h) 
Strength of Character (Janice Dunn) 90 € (10 h) 
Toolbox for Directors (Janice Dunn) 70 €  (8 h) 
Finding the Actors (Stephanie Hume) 15 € (1,5 h) 

Payment must be received by Thursday 12th November. Access to courses will be blocked until full 
payment is received. 

The Writers Room personalised feedback: this option does not have to be decided at the outset but 
can be taken up during the course itself. Payment must be received by Friday 20th November. 

Because the course prices are very reasonable, no scholarships are offered by LEATSS. 
Participants desiring financial assistance are requested to contact their local drama group or 
organisation. 
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TIMETABLE 

Please use the timetable below to select your courses. Confirmed participants will each be able to 
obtain an individualised timetable via the Student Area of the LEATSS website.  

Please note that there is some overlapping of courses. The booking procedure will flag up any 
clashes as overlapping courses cannot both be taken.  

The Opening and Feedback sessions are complementary sessions to which participants are 
requested to attend. The LOT bar will open immediately after the opening session, giving people a 
chance to get to know the tutors and other participants. 

No breaks are indicated on the timetable. There will, of course, be breaks to allow participants to 
catch a breath and avoid ‘screen fatigue’. The Singing course will be made up of 90-minute 
sessions, with breaks in between. The breaks in the other courses will be decided by the tutors on 
an ad hoc basis in relation to what is happening in the class. 

All times are CET (Luxembourg). 
 

 

PRACTICALITIES 

Applications: These can be made online* from 18:00 CET on Friday 30th October. Places will be 
allocated on a first come – first served basis. Up until 18:00 on 2nd November, members of The 
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Hamburg Players will have priority, other applicants will be placed on a waiting list. Applications will 
close on 11th November. *(www.leatss.lu/Applications/Applications.php) 

Participants will receive an email confirmation together with details of payment. 

Waiting lists will be created should demand exceed capacity. If payment has not been received 
by the 12th November, these places will be forfeited and given to the next on the waiting list. 

Technical support: Courses will be run on Zoom. In order to explain the technical requirements 
and answer any questions relating to Zoom and computer equipment, two short Zoom sessions will 
be held on Thursday 12th November: 
19:30 CET – general Zoom use. All paid-up participants will be invited to attend. If you are not 
familiar with Zoom, this will be the occasion to ensure you come up to date and are able to log in. 
20:00 CET – Singing course. Particularities for singing on Zoom as outlined in the course 
description. 

In addition, a technician will be available at a help desk before, during and after each session. 
Participants will be given a number to call in case of need. 

In order to facilitate working together in pairs or small groups during sessions, participants can 
make use of the Zoom ‘breakout’ rooms. The tutor will enable this. 

Younger participants: LEATSS is primarily an adult school. However, some of the courses offered 
by LEATSS OnLine could well be suitable for younger people, especially if they have had some 
training (youth theatre group, school, etc.) or have a particular interest. If you fall in this category, 
you will be asked about your interest/experience when you apply. 

AFTER HOURS 

Virtual Bar: The LEATSS Summer School online bar which operates every Friday evening, will be 
available to all LOT participants. This provides a possibility to meet at the end of the day to chill 
and chat – and enjoy ourselves. Participants will receive a link to the LOT Bar which will operate 
from after 19:00 until late. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at admin @ leatss.lu or committee @ hamburgplayers.de 
should you have any questions. 

Looking greatly forward to seeing you online, 

Graeme Du Fresne (Course Director) 
with  

Valerie Doyle (The Hamburg Players) and John Brigg (LEATSS) 


